- CG’s Aakarshi wins
20ld in badminton

HIMES NEws Nerwork
R.‘i-E‘I p.'f.l-li':_‘:'ﬂ 11l ree Weri ng fironi a knee
LU < hhattisgarh's star shuttler
--};-15\;11'511“1 I{nsh};ﬂp put in a domina-
timng E"'-‘l'TDE‘IHEtI‘tL‘E‘ from the very first
set of the final. played under the 36th
l'\_'s'lih‘i‘l-'i] Games badminton cham-
pionship in Gujarat on Thursday, to
win the first national games gold
medal in her first appearance.

The second seed, Aakarshi, out-
classed her opponent first seed Malvi-
ka Bansod of Maharashtra in two
straight sets 21-08, 22-20 that lasted for
44 minutes, despite her injury. Malvi-
ka had to settle for the silver medal.
Earlier. Aakarshi defeated Tanya
Hemant of Karnatakaby 21-13,21-15in
the semi-finals. ;

The Bhilai girl Aakarshihad asig-
nificant role in Indias silver medal in
the Commonwealth Games held at
Birmingham this year.

Aakarshi at present holds thefirst

rank in Badminton Association of In-
dia (BAID) ranking :
while Malvika
holds the second.
Similarly, Malvi- i
kaholdsthe4lstrankingin worldran-
king while Aakarshi holds the 47th
ranking. _

Aakarshi told TOI that she could
not make it to the final of the Interna-
tional Badminton Championship
held in Raipur in September this year
hecause of her knee injury and she
was recovering from it, “Even as [am
still recoveringfrom the injury, I deci-
ded to participate in the National Ga-
mes because of my future tourna-
ment. The gold medal at national ga-
mes gave me a lot of confidence as 1
am preparing for the inter national

events to be held in Maldives; Germa-

ny and Australia,” shesaid,

BAI general secretary Sanjay

Mishra, who isalsoaveteran shuttler
and former India coach, said that
both Malvika and Aakarshi are equ-
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killed and talented. “Both of"
them have been my students in the
carly days of their career. It is being :
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noticed in recent times that when
Malvika beat Aakarshi in an event,
Aakarshi fights back in the véery next
tournament to take the revenge. So it
isdifficult torate them,” Mishra said.

. Aakarshiand Malvika have so far pla-

yed six singles matches against each
‘in major tournaments and they have
won three each, said Mishra. Chhat-
: tisgarh Badmin-
ton Association
has announced a
i i cash prize of Rs
51,000 for Aakarshi.

_Aakarshis first win was at the All
India Ranking Tournament at Siva-
kasion August 24, 2014 followed by the
national title at Visakhapatnam in

 November 2015. On 28 April 2016, the |

Chhattisgarh shuttler won the twin
ywns in the U-15 and U-17 girls sing-
le category at the Junior Badminton
Championship Season 2 National Fi-
nals,She was selected to represent In-
dia in the badminton Asia U-15 and
U-17 junior championships held at
‘Kudus, Indonesia where she bagged a
bronze medal. _ :
~ In November 2017 Aakarshi lost to
the London Games Bronze Medallist
Saina Nehwal in the senior National
Badminton Championship, but this
match drew her into the spotlight. In
December 2017 she registered double
win in the 42nd Junior National Bad-
~minton Championship (U7, U-19)

‘held in Guwahati.



